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Plan of today's session 

1. MLA Definition and History 

2. Two aspects of the MLA database 

 MLA Directory of Periodicals:   

   What can it tell us about the database? 

    Coverage by language, publication type, place of publication 

    Depth of coverage for French 

   Other use of the Directory of Periodicals 

 MLA Bibliographical Database 

   Don’t over-refine searches 

   Thesaurus/Boolean/Restricting/Link up with JSTOR 

3.Other features; 

 Currency 

  Help 

 Exporting results 

 



1.What is the MLA database? 

An attempt at a definition… 

 

The MLA (Modern Languages Association) International Bibliography is an on-going high-

quality modern languages bibliography primarily for language and literature but including 

other subjects 

 



Some history.. 

What is the MLA?  How did it come into 

being?  When? Why? What implications for 

today? 

 

One  winter’s evening in New York… 



Some more history (this time of the 

database interface) 

 

 

The OCLC past and the ProQuest present… 

Why the switch from OCLC to ProQuest 

interface? 

Pros and cons of OCLC and ProQuest 



‘Old’ OCLC Search Interface 



New ProQuest Search Interface 



2.The double life of the MLA 

 

a)A Directory of Periodicals 

b)A Bibliographical Database 





Uses of a Directory of Periodicals? 

1. To find out more about the database 

(librarians!) 

1. Useful for contributors 

2. Useful for readers to find relevant 

journals 



MLA Directory of Periodicals 

What can it tell us about the MLA database? 

 Coverage of  

   Publication types 

    Journals, websites etc     

   Place of publication 

   Subject  

    Language, literature etc 

   Language  

    French, English, Thai, Chinese 

 



Coverage of publication types 

Journals (5221) 

 

Book Series (1513) 

 

Other (includes websites! 366) 

 

Total: (7100) 



Coverage by Place of Publication 

(Journals only) 

 

United States 1266 

United Kingdom 294 

France 202 

Canada (French lang.) 105 

Belgium (French lang.) 51 

Switzerland (French lang.) 23 
Slight bias detectable here? 



Coverage by language 

(Journals only) 

English: 4125 

French: 1617 

Chinese: 38 

 

Much overlapping… 

So much for China as a  

superpower… 

 



And note also 

Languages of Journal of the Siam Society 

English 

Thai 

French 

German 

… so counts as a ‘French-language journal’ 



Coverage by subject (Journals 

only) 

Literature: 2052 

Language: 994 

Folklore: 166 

Publishing: 25 



Other uses for Directory of 

Periodicals? 

 

Contains a great deal of information for 

librarians and potential contributors 

Readers can search to discover which 

journals book series are relevant to their 

topic 

 



Examples: 

Real-life example (Query forwarded by 

Teresa): 

“Is there any way of telling how many 

submissions a journal receives and of those 

how many are accepted?” 



PMLA 



Another example of the uses of 

Directory of Periodicals 

Information for users: 

What journal(s) have a lot of material on 

French theatre? 



Note the ‘British’ 

spelling! 









3. Searching the MLA database 

Standard Search 

Advanced Search 







3. Searching the MLA database 

Use the thesaurus 

Possible to restrict by various criteria but not 

‘Electronic versions available’ 

Remember that MLA is now linked to 

JSTOR 

Boolean searching possible 

Not possible to sort (Default is Most 

Recently Published first) 



Use the ‘thesaurus’ 

Click 

here 



Click 

here 



Check boxes 



Note Boolean 

“OR” 

Not possible to restrict so that it will 

 only return electronic documents 



No sorting possible 











Other Features 

Currency – up-to-date 

User-friendliness – Not very 

Outputting records - Yes 

Cross-searchable (with LION) 

 



MLA – pros and cons 

Pros: 

Transparent – easy to see what the database does and does not contain 

Up-to-date – current 

Broad coverage of Modern Languages (but including English) 

Highly specialized (Lang. and Lit.) 

 

Cons: 

Over-ambitious?? 

Not user-friendly 

Quite shallow indexing (particularly for French) 

Thesaurus not always up-to-date 

Cross-searching (LION) not useful for French 

Indexing not consistent – more detailed in more recent years 

Strong bias towards English Language/North American journals (not helpful for French) 

 

 


